thoroughness and fairness. He had enforced the law in the Arctic Islands for the first time.
In 1924, Joy made a hair-raising attempt to cross Lancaster Sound by dogsled from northern Baffh Island to test the practicabilityofcommunicatingwiththeR.C.M.P.detachment on Ellesmere Island. Wide leads, fast-moving ice, buckling pressure ice, and polar bears were among the hazards Joy and his two native assistants encountered. Ringnes, Cornwall, and Axel Heiberg. He was accompanied by Constable Taggart and the ever-reliable Nookapeeungwak. The first part of this journey along the southern coast of Devon Island was extremely difficult.
Joy was a big, well-built man, who towered over his Inuit comrades, He was quiet and self-contained with a gift for making friends and commanding the respect of his fellows. He led by example, and was careful in giving proper credit to those who had helped him. In addition to his skill as a horseman, marksman, and boxer, Joy was fond of the dogs that aided him on his epic trips, and he was an accomplished dogsled driver.
Several geographical features have been named after Inspector Joy: Cape Joy (northern Baffin Island), Mount Joy and Joy River (southern Baffin Island), Joy Island (Belcher Islands), and Joy Range (Axel Heiberg Island).
Joy's end was tragic. He died at the age of 43, apparently of a stroke, on the morning of the day he was to be married in Ottawa. Major-General J.H. MacBrien, Commissioner of the R.C.M.P., wrote his epitaph: "Inspector Joy was a particularly fine officer, a magnificent Arctic traveller and his death was greatly regretted."
